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A Practical Study on the Formation Process of Negative Perceptions of Rural
Communities in a ‘Left-behind Child’ in China: Utilizing Problem-posing Learning

JH =
ZHOU Yayun

Abstract

In this paper, the author, a former left-behind child, conducted a dialogue with a current left-
behind child (Wu) four times utilizing problem-posing learning, and qualitatively analyzed the data
extracted from the content of their dialogue. The analysis revealed that Wu rated the living environ-
ment in which he was born and raised (rural areas, farmers, agricultural/physical labor) poorly, while
he rated the living environment to which his parents migrated (cities, urban people, secondary and
tertiary industries/IT industry) highly.

The growth process of Wu until he formed the above perceptions can be divided into three
stages: (1) 0 to 7 years old (first left-behind child period), (2) 8 to 11 years old (migrant child
period), and (3) 12 to 15 years old (second left-behind child period). In the period from 0 to 7 years
of age, Wu was born in an economically backward and chauvinistic rural village, but he was raised
without any inconvenience, being cared for by his family and others around him. From the time of his
birth until the age of 15, at the time of the reported dialogue, he had hardly participated in agricultural
production activities, and thus had no opportunity to learn about the farming village, farmers, and
agriculture that surrounded him. From the age of 8 to 11 (migrant child period), Wu spent time as a
migrant child at his parents’ migrant workplace (Guangzhou). At first, he could not get used to the
local dialect and school life, but gradually he was mesmerized by the convenience and economic devel-
opment of the city. Later, Wu mastered the local language and developed good relationships with the
people around him, which revealed a high sense of belonging to the city. At the age of 12 to 15 (second
left-behind child period), Wu returned to his hometown rural village again, but the author could rec-
ognize that he showed resistance to his parents and other rural people and things, and that he viewed
his current living situation negatively. Thus, although Wu was born and raised in a farming village, he
was completely disconnected from the social context of farming villages, agriculture, and farmers. As
a result, he did not identify as a member of a farming village, and he did not have a strong sense of
regional belonging. This may have had a significant impact on his later personality development and

sense of values.
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