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Beauty Practice of Korean Males as “Spec” Reflecting Self-Management:
A Qualitative Analysis of the Theory of Vocabularies of Motive

NN R A~
KOHIRA Saki

Abstract

Beauty practice among men has become more common globally in the recent years, which can be
observed in the annually expanding market for men’s cosmetics. In South Korea, the practice is not
only limited to women but also among men; with South Korean men contributing to the highest global
per capita sales of men’s cosmetics. Some studies had suggested that there is a correlation between
the male-dominated norms such as Confucianism and military service to beauty practice and the high
aesthetic consciousness among South Korean men.

This study attempts to analyze the generative structure of the high aesthetic consciousness of
South Korean males by focusing on their subjective consciousness along the lines of the “Vocabularies
of Motive” by Charles Wright Mills. Interview surveys were conducted to understand how South
Korean males view their bodies and their beauty practices.

South Korean males showed a positive attitude towards beauty practices as it reflects one’s self-
management ability. It is recognized as one of the “specs” (competitiveness) of a person. The active
beauty practices of South Korean males are not merely the feminization and modification of masculin-
ity, but is linked to and affirmed by their difficulty in finding employment and the neoliberalism trend
of beauty. Moreover, it was identified that self-development was part of the national spirit taking root
during the rapid economic growth in the 1960s.

This study suggests that South Korean men’s beauty practices that are not in conflict with the
typically male-dominated norms, but strengthen their position in the South Korean social structure

and history.

Keywords: South Korean male, beauty practice, self-management
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Who ARFTIE, BT CIEAE L ShTwiz, BEBME D OXRFFEERLHLIHT 5 E
BIMERRICER L, BODPEDL ) ICEFREETELAEL T, BARNRITEHIIIE T O, 2]
LML &9 LAz, WHETTENE, BEB I b ORFERIAER S 2 RSP RO
BEBBTLIEZHME LA Yy Ea—WETH L, ZDO LT, WHOFELHRIHENZ
BT Fry—I A T4 b INVAPRBL (B0 OIS LTESEe B2
W, ESAEY AR E LCTHAT 2 FHEBADO L S= 1) =256, WSOk FRF L &
I LA BETORE, BEBHCEPEEERE [ACEH] TH b LML, SHRE 2
Ry 7| R IETERPELLEINTOCHBEZMER L, 29 LEFEoni» S, %
O OFEEBRPEAMIZBEO LR B UMEOEE 2 EIRT 2178 T AR < BECBUT 24
T OBMER, RS NFL SHMMEE SN0 EHERWEE, v TZ1960FE(LLARED
BHELEFRRO L P TRA VTV o7, HOER 2T 2 EREMZ ZFMHRLL TS
LATHHN )BT LEHLNIITEZ, TOXHIT, KR TRERBEOFEEIIEIT T VS
RS OBHINITET 2478 TlE % < ALRMREE R B LA HERE - 3L 3 2174 Th 2 1 HE
BRETEEER D,

o= kY, EAKR. ACEE, 2xv 2

=407.5]

H R SE O ZFEIMZETld, TR, 7 — a2 — O &% S L 72 B 7 1K
OEFEFIE, [HO~OBLE ] (Foucault 1976 =1986) %@ L7z M b 7ut 2 & LT
Hff SN CTE7 (520100, —FHC. LRV A EORFER R LRI T 505813,
PR (2005) k2 &, 72 I RLOBED» SRS ERENR L L, BP0 S04
AT AL BN L 5. LS ROBIHAL L B LICE N S THTEnT& 72, L
L. A2 EIDZL L Tw 2 Bt & Tk, BEo by - #HEMALESITLD
BUHEOW S EAA L, BHICBWTH, A0 - BREBVFABOFER L LTRET 2. 4
WaEatmiE)) (Hakim 2011) OBEZERIIE T > Twb, 2RI, B0 EEFE
FHEFIITTEFEAL - —RALL TH Y. BRI T 2P R ORETH 5,

CoOLEFHIHETAFMIE LT, BIEEHSDH 5. T OHEADHHN LS
PEFEDFEFE T L TB Y, 2015 F ICITERREANF A2 (ISAPS) Offatic &
B NI1L,000N 272 ) OEFERAES WO THIE 1L & o7z Tz, BENIAFR B
RFEH I EEBICHEEMVHRTH ) 2036, Thb e —H, FIET S L) I2H%
DEFBAIEEITEH . BB O— AN472 ) OHBEIIMAE 1L TH Y, LHERE
DODBEMEBEDFELHML TS, 29 LI2BWOERTRIT. X T 1 TREREXDIEEIC
J ) —RBREIN TS, 200048/ KICAD . EFICHLEFFOWMRNEBETHSL [ X F
Ot 2 a7V ] (metrosexual) EM:INAE A Z A VHRENIZDFHAL. KT <% K-POP
DOFATE L DICERBF2ERT S (a3 F2] (B LEoPEEIE TN, AR

DRRITCIE AT ALKE - BRI - S ATy b EEFICHT AT BORKBRE LTENT %,
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LR L SNTV o7z, FRES, BRI fEROILETHRM S L TnizisR
Ry FahA A=V ERPFHRLAEFSIERZ KD & 20104 PARE, ERICHLORE
WEWERERT S [ZV—3 Y7k (2F8F) L) ENEAELEED. 20~304
OBEWEA PSRRI 2 ERFEERSIHFILL Tvwo7z (F4&V2019),

W EREORREBICE T 5T E LTIk, EREREEEBEOSHIR, SR
HOHERICITIZBICER L0 MsE (F4&F 22021, 7 22019) 2385 IS
Hbo —HT, ZNHOMIETIX, HAIEIHESFIITH S L v EEIFBINFIEL Sh,
WERMEE A & BTN H ). 1S OATHREZ Y 0 A Z FBNREED (24 H
LN RoRY sk w, 2F ), BUERN2EEL AT 28E-ZICBW
Ty WELEEAERIITENRITETH L L) HE (£ 22005 . Vy ¥4 WA
) AHEMR S NS 2h T, WEBEZ BTN S Ol FIET 5 L Bbh b E%E
KA, EOXI)ICHZE LEARNRTEIICETONE W), BEMoREHMEICOWTO
ERAARELDTH D, CNOOMBEERL Y. AR TREEBE~ADA v & ¥ 2 -tk
2o, EREERCHAOFESNFICER L Totizikd b,

I. TR EXRDS R

1. EBICEDDBETHE

FERER R, BERT b, fek, Btz N5 R Rikmntr
b TE7: (Fraser 2003), €L T, EFERRLERFFEERICHT 24T T, FR2T7A
TYTA T4 ERREOBREICOVTHMINTE 72 (Davis 2013) €D %M TIk, &
HREEZDHZEFFEANC L Z2RKBOHHERTIE RV E V) BN TR T (Featherstone
& Turner 1991), $FI2 X 74 7 OFZERHBEAZOFRIZ L D . A~ 15RET) =%
JENHREREEZRHFOL ) o> TELBMRITBL T, ZOXRIIBHILL T2,
fi s, ZDREHIINCHICHRGES 2 —FOMBALEKZ 3K L. EHFFEESFEICERNTIEY
THIME THAHEV)BRICSELEDND T HET L. 2L, A T4 TRERKEE.
ZFLTHEEFEORTOII 22— 3y Thhb, £ TOMELEHIE, T84
RHEWERE /52T A2 ZHGOIT AR IESLL, BICZZIICHEDOT A
FUFATARRBTIET, ZURT =X LT EZEEI 20 HRL H
% (Gimlin 2012), COHUEIHE LTOEFFEEIL. 72— OREMEOHEDLN 5%
CHMENTE T, BlZIX, 7 (2012) OWETIX, KB ECEZNE LEZERT
5. HCOT7T 7 7 uV— %% L CEREROGHN RN EE L 20, ERICBIT 2 51k
OB O R THEI AR Z BEBINICFEAMEL T CEBZHL LTS, LIS, E
BERICL2EHITHOBROBIN 2B E 2 ), KHREAE T V8T — S 2110 H
=Ty ZMEEHMZE 2 HCESICEE 2 TRUEMOBEFIEREZED L TWw L]
Tut A%, FHHFERWEHEEE LTHLTW S,
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2. BHESRKICEATHIMRE

TR, 2T TR EPBUOEREEDIEBILL TB Y., BRI EREFE ORI
HE O AR S TR RMHCTH D, 29 L2EE LSS 5 X912, RO BRI
BEST AR 2 IR L TH Y. 20314F T CTLXHi B 12 2% 5 [l L 722,

BYEDOEFEBR OB F 2B CA, 20004FECICAY 7 2 I = XL DOPWITHE
BAZF Tz vy —mhbERENDL L) kot Z2 TR, EB LR ZREM DL
FIZED, BRI RTAT T4 7 4 OERIRO SN L% 0Cy LN REE 2D
RABLGBOFTH L VBEREZRE T A ET, TATFTUY T4 T4 ZMELTWwDE SN,

ENZ BT B EEAAZETH . 19904, PRI EN R 5 2 B BlanZ b & Lo
MAEEBICE Y, BERoZFIEVROLNE [BH L] 2L, BEos iz
ERMRMRRBEEZ O L ) ko2 VI MM FIRTH S (V2006 7 2019), ZL
T AARAEMD ., FHEL D SAGOAGEEZE LG, WL BHL2A3TLs2 ot
7T aTNVEV)EGAY A NH, HEBEICOHEAISGEEZBXIZT AT BEOH
PERIEREFAL S OBREZALICHE N [HECBEE] 26 [EL W] ~EB L Twozk
BRI N TS (£2013), F7/2. £ & (2015) OFIAETIE. FHRENOREROA LA
DOEFEMICHT LMY 2 v F =B OSNT, WERBEICBCTL HERIHEN
SRS e SNTWBE I EZHSPIZL TV,

LAl SNSOEHFOGHTTIE, BB LR A b at s ¥ a7 )b v filio R Hus b
BB L 7-HL 205 OBFINHIE L TB Y RMICATH 28 L TR 2 BEBEOFER
EEx T L T2 LIEEVEY. KTl HGtT — 7 7 SR BN BRI L
TETOIZT Iy 7Ky 7 ZEENTE-HEBMORBN Z2MIEICEH LT, R
IR % ATz BUOIEHE L FEAEBRIT, RIEC L 2B MOER L W) ZBIN S5
PR & > TOARBEMIITEDLN S D TIE R\ [TADARE ZOREMOBRETIE. 174
BB EBNRERMN G0N 2 E 2 72 L Tn b & v ) JT 74K ERE
Raemied LT, #RWBEOFHMEIH Y 2 20nHh5THD ($5AK2013 1 18-19),

3. ATRDOREELRE

AT, BBINSME EBNERERDBED L ) IOV TV I EELRT L0
2y BEREZZBEANDA V5 2 —FEN D, HABILDRHE L TOERFEEDL. 174
HICL o TED X I ITHENRITA L LTIEYEEN TV 005027 5,
HES . BROBERIN T4 Sl T 2 HEOHE LB E®R (v FX%) 2 AT 5#
Ll e &0 ARIIBUEOEFER L IFETI2BELAEL T2, I p0boT, Bk

? “Sales of global men’s grooming products to double by 2031” 20201.9.4 Premium Beauty News.
https://www.premiumbeautynews.com/en/sales-of-global-men-s-grooming, 18998 (3% # % H 2023/12/14)

PRBOBAO—OTH D [HIREE, Ze X%, MTRIAEE21x, Zotmoi b | (FEH1986) &)
FMA AR,
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DEREENED X IHY RTH L L TRIEN, SOIHRMIMEE EhTwb 00
DWW, ATHFARTD 2 HEBEO BARN LG>SR SN LESD 5.

AFTIE HOOELEICELE YT, Fyr—V X F4 - IVAPRBLE [H
B oiEszmm ] (Mills 1940) QMBS LT, FESN 280 S0 5233 2 W52 H 5
NPT HIET, ESOITALHAERONEMROFINL BT, 2o [#koEsH]
. ATABEY R L UTHEHT 2 5RO L= M) =06, FR TR & PLF
LI ETBHDTHL, IR (1940=1971) &, A% D%k BIEE O AR 1AL &0 2
WICHEH L7ze 2L C, B0 A2 L T, AT OMMS X O %2 K EMIZH
L &9 L7y o —N—0Bimz BRI, TARELBISE 2 ECHEFLOMAE
YEH DL TOEEMN 5 ICBWTHHAINSERIER Lz, 2% 0, BICHINS
FEEDOFEREIIIRE A RO KW L HH»E CTB Y. HEIARNERNELHT S [H
S (I X971 1 346) & LT, EHOFEILS NAAWEREZ STt R 2 72
I L7aFEE, B2 ISR EHBWRR ISR L2748 WT, & B0 A v
BND AT 4T SR ERIRE & FFEOHSEEOMBIEL Twb  ($5AR2013),

INVADHFPSWODEFREBICT 70 —F 352 EOFEIE, kOB E —RL
THRIELATADS WHACHBRRSNERICELZO0E W) BRI IR SRR
ENLEHMNHEBRENSHPTELHTH D, Thid. HRTEEREOMIEEIT->TE
72 (2018) AMHRHET A L 912, [REON 2B IEY R b DL LCiifi L) 2 &t R
WCHEHT A2 L TZOBOHENNRAI S22 % 5 ] (542018 : 105) &\ BT,
I7ulx 7 uoBEE DR CURN RN AL RS LE X 5,

AfgCid, WAETHHE L CH2NZSHEEHAO L = ) —ThHh 1, BEHESTHERN
DERDT LIRVCERYED L L EZ NS, [FH] (T2, 77 0)), [ARy 7] (=3,
ARy) EW)FEICEHT S, Zhud, BETIIEREREL —KYIC THHRER] (12
) LIPON AR E TAHCEE] (P1EE) @SR L0 2005 H 572D Th
b0 BIBTAH LI, T L-Falix il LMPURRE 2. AR TR B BRI
L7z LT, BARG AP & L CEifdoiisma B L <. BEBE S0 EBIN
FRMR 2R, DUF T, #E o B OB QORI 5 LA E KB SISO Tt
B3 %,

0. #BEICETZHRADHRE

1. BECEBRHSNER

WE Tk, — MBI ERER Y SRS (2l2de) Lips, #EEREo [EH] (3
2]) FHREH RO FRE T, EEREEIIC X B L (Mo - 8%, AR ROk
WG] LER SN, BUROHERRI Foz0o0ay ba— L wnd) =27 ¥ AN,
(V] (F5-2e]), [ENGE s (1733e]) LRI T 2 EBRAEV LIV, 295 L
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72RO G E AR TEIE, BEORARERELOBRES L OB ERLICE
TAHEMHMSEEEL TS LEZONS, 2l EERFNRE & REZ R EHENL,
19974F, IMF @BEfEikE W RFORE B2 Mz 5, LT, RFEakE L bIT%
R L7ZERKPBHET T, &0 H 5 W 55 OH 3l E#b & EBREA S I ERE L Tn»
&, BEALRBEE L Vo 2T, HARERTE R CEAOREE LTEILE .
A OB IHAL L Tvo 7z (2822009, FHHEHERDD - & LN AREEIE. HC
BENZTNEEHTLHILTHY, ERIIAENZHHERNERICZL I E2ROLN
559 otz T, WA, BRSPHOERN 2% 20 LX) HEHZ, H
CAEENZ DL END, BROLEIEDSHHICR > 728 LuHBiEicid, Bl
AW T 2EEE. HOOHOEHRSLEE SR TWwo 7z (Walkerdine 2003 © 240) o

29 L7z LR Lo EEIE, HSIREL T 2T, BF2ZT TR
HHE. R HERESHLES LOFHTRASNI LI IChoTwolz, TDXH %
TR BFEOY = v F—RBEROAFFET L DRI L T &, MAIHH TS MR
WIRO T, HOUEBERLHOCEHOBEM L #HEZTADIND L) 12572 (2572009
4)s TOLIIT, FITHEFZROOLNDHEO LI T, FHRIGHE LR A 74 7D
AFN, BIFOHOCERONSRE SN TWoEEZDLIENTE S,

X512, BETIZ20004EC LRI, [ 2 V¥ —4 » 7| (well-being, €) LIFIEN 5,
RN 72 NAER R OB\ AN Z 8T 2 B AA F - 72, SOEENE, WO H KL TR
ElL7zary ba— Ve (Haiken 1997) &S &, FrEHBEZNEE EMHE - T, HH
ENLELEIMMEZFOL I o TWVoEEZONE, 29 LEWRICMAT, %
HEBEOMEFLL ZDREIZL 5T, NAFTENTHY, BEOHZME) TEHT LS
ELMMADBENHFEBE EIN TS 2D TIERWES ) by

2. ANy 7 ELTOHRR

EHIC, FAPHCEHEMSICIDAZNG 2T, HRIEEREN R TRIEL LT
BN Lo Tvolz, BETIE, 1997450 IMF ek % 56 & LA RRe. HrEh
FRWGEFDILE Y DOFEA 7 LREGAEREDILDY . A Dk L\ EE DS
TWhe, ZDRNPT, ¥ - B - B R EOMBITENCB I 28H L R b EHEE,
ETIE—MIC [ARy 7] (29) LIRS, HETIE, BHDMRICLELARY 7 ThH D
L) BIRT, “Face” & “Spec” # AWM L7z [ 724 ARy 7 | (Flo]2=4) bLwv ) Pk ¥
THENT, TOANRY Z1E, ek, BMOMRE - A2 RTSHETH L, EHICLLH
FE O L MZEY 4 b+ BIGKinds' 2 JHW7-fi&IC X 5 &, 0EROFEFLF TI1d. HEk
DEWREY 23y T 2 OVERER TV 7 i otEkE LT SR TWz0l2x L, 20034E %K
ol BEREEICET 2RFORLTAIH LTSNS X9 12% - 72 HififEH#H2016

! BigKinds (https://wwwbigkinds.orkr/) (. —fH¥H. #&55E. WHHMR LDy 75— % 2 R L 7zl
KOGHH—E A
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FIZHTIHSTH, BETANRY 7L W) HEERANITH L TEbNIS X912k -7201,
20044FEHA S TH B L ENTWE®, 510, HEHEMHOFTETIL, 20134FE0 5D 54
BT, FHRMETD 5 L DS KB LSRN ANRY 7 ThHhoZeo TOHERITE, &
BHORERDPMIET 50Ty RKREVEMTS TR S ND MM E LTI T
WBHIRRD B Do TD LI, EFERETOMMRTE 2 WREREEDHIML., Bi5250Ak
T25%0T, HECRVHREZ 52500, —DDARYy 7 LRAZEND LT
W7z,

Pkl HETIZ20004E1RIC A D RE] e SRR EED SRV T B D L SIS AR o g
A 19974EDREF LK, ARV NNV 2L Twb, 9 LRI stk Ic X %8
JERBRGA RO RN T, k%R —Do0ES ) L3 5D BROLERE RO LERNTDH
5LOEHLLV (FA&F L2021, FEMEMS L SNLEETIE, I MFERGEH
B NLEREMBRENC L), HEBEREREOMAT (20224) 12X 5 &, KAk
1273.7% L MFICHIERICHV—TF T, KREOHMIEIZ67.7% & OECD IEE D 5T
b, FBIC XL B 2L TR 2Bt F 2 E RN IR E T Tw b, &1
(2 FAERG ISR L OECD i E i b B ok e ©, i EREEAFGERE (20214F) "I2 X % &\
EFLBEELRED LTnavnbd b [=— ] ORNPT, KEEER (25~347%) O
HEH20% & PEFICE L. ZOBEIMIZ20104E L LI & SIZEEME L TWw 5,

) L72RAN R RPL & a3 2 i, B e I — RIS EFE S ICIRALA A 723 H
HERICED 726 3N, BENRAFECKZIIMAOLE IR OMEN LB S 1
70T HOEERHCEH O EREEATKD D X)Xk o72 (2372009, €L T,
LB L THEETNEIEONDNAOEL S, BF L SN AEENE@E?A Fh
720 & IS RO RZENNEH e HICHIBEL L THBH . BUFIZ 2007 4E80E O B 12
RSSO LT 2 RO/ AR SRS & 2021 FFICRET L. Bz adse
TOHBE I RZIRTHMHEZHE L TEL, X510, EREEOBELRLRERD
FECIY, HRADPERNZDODOBENTERZLZLEDTELBRRIR L DONE TS
N5 L%, HRIEIARAOHCEHEENRSENOESVERT LI k72, ZLT,
(RS ARy 772] L) BIIEL VS E2RD, BRI AOERIC L 5P
RIET 572 00EFERIE. IENRITHTHLERREINDL ) ITho72bEZBND,

> “[o]4r Bo} Zoom] ' 271 - Wl ' F-E] ' E5A " 7A, Al Al ze] 7 2491 2016.12.1  https://www.chosun.com/
site/data/html_dir/2016/11/22/2016112201838.htm] (JFUSCH# [EFE) (AR H 2023/12/14)

O EBE BB (2021 S8 B A F SR AT 4R (20224E12 A 31 HZABH) https://www.kedi.re.kr/khome/

main/research/listPubForm.do (fe#%& B % H 2023/12/14)

HEERRAIIFERE [OECD A TRIE © ARUERI25~34i NI D Je 3%, JERFIGEI LR OHER (2019, 2020) | https://

kess.kedi.re.kr/publ/publFile?survSeq=2021 &menuSeq=3648&publSeq=19&menuCd=91041&menuld=1_3_3&item

Code=02&language=en (i#¢[H'E H2023/12/14)
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3. BIEHS - ANV IEBYORREE L TOFMEEERNK (1963F~1979%)

SHICHEIREVOIX, T9 LB ERW 2EHB SR Ay 7 SHI1E, 1960448
Do AREIRIE K & 28R 3E5E T, MEREICHEE SN E L L ToRERE
BLMKTAMENRMENDL L VW) ETHD, 4 (2017) 12X 5 &, AMEFRBAEDE
LiED 7z TEALE RFREICBWT, B HIIEEOFHY 27 2ICHART R,
NEORIE AR TESF R LGN EROILT VDL T, HERLIZOOALKEE
R Sz S50 BHEOBERIENOWRNFHEICKZ 5N, EPROH DB
RERTLEV), RAENLY 2 vy —RE L L 22050, BoE &I Lmib s
NTWwolz, TOREOREIZIE, ABMHED AT —F Y [AXEs ] (3Hd doh) 1275
N5 &) BRAEGOTMTHIFN 2R E 2 E L, BR—A— AL TARFEK
RICED B & v ) ERGEEO ARG 23S - 720

ARTIE. 29 L7AMEESEOE DR o i 4 5B & 57 361260 < BB P&, 3
ROBEBEOEFEERLHANOERICED L)Y ATH TV L00%, H5DFE
DHhOELET D,

M. 12281 —REICAHADHRENDHREE

1. 12 1—REHE

AETIE, HEBEOIER 2 XRERIER T XRE . AT 5 B#REZ I S 2
T57201To724 Y ¥ Ca—BEEZMNT 50 7EDI1d. EHDR0214E 7 H~ 9 HICEE
BHIBZHENRIATo 724 v F B a =IO, #ifE. BMEmoR LIRS &
VIR T, KRS, B, BIRIGE 2 & £ DT A T4 XY bR 510~30/80
i E B A W G ERE T o o MBI RS TRIAL T S, WEEOKAS
LORANDOR & BEHL T RFEOFHBEHIZ O %8 L Tho7, BRid H- 1
SAD2ZIZOVTIEIHNMTE_BL., ZOMidt > 74 TEIL 2. FAERMIZ. —A
B2 1R~ 2HBRETH o720 B, Ll LBHEORE R B Lt & OBRIZD
WTIE, BRSO TR A% T, £1ICHIZEOERERICHT AR BT S,
B, KREOHHIZ. MADPAGOTERLE D T REICH 2 25 BB 2 BRI HEL

PORAETIE, REEROAME MDD TIPS 20, AEFOEMARERZNOLA, HALHETAETRTO
TN MEORN, ¥ HR=VFEHEROKA, KAOFRFERLEROFEM R A FEDOTA, HARTORA
ORI B L OTIIBIROMRELAED SR RN BAE, SRR THRERZITOE 4 OFTB LB 1
T AL & S IR ML 72,

¢ BEBEORERIIOVTOMRICE, BURAZOERE ., A7 4 74 LB B AL OWEIZBWT,
TREOBLIER FBs SL A% & PO 7R AL R E I R VDR R T %o REBUIER BRI OV T, ToER
AL, EHHE R HIRR E LI D7 B BATHIE S R ICH D (7 4 220055 ¥ 2 1996), ThHDOTE
BREDPLETH L, SNOOFIRIIBT 5 EERERDO—2TH 5 Y = v & — Gl HUED b OME X, T
(2024) ZBME N7z RRITIE BUEO IR 2B VED E BN R & EAMES OB O E R 205 5
BIE EHA LT, LB LRI IRES 5 2 L THRRIBTIEOE & HIFL TV 2.
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£1 AVEE1—BHBEOXARRKRICET S 1ER
. EREI
=a10 X 2 < 3
O | i | M ¥y7 1Lk VR - A
AXA |35 |Vl | &A O X Al )]
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B&EA [3L% |Vl | KRERE OF x4 A8y 7 ??73 . X
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The Perceptions and Impact of Past Experiences as a Left-Behind Child :
The Life Story of a Former Left-Behind Child Living in Japan

JH [/ =
ZHOU Yayun

Abstract

This paper focuses on a former Left-Behind Child living in Japan (Xiang) and uses the life story
research method to analyze how Xiang perceives his past experiences as a Left-Behind Child and the
impact of these experiences on his life after coming to Japan. It was found that although Xiang lived
away from his parents for a long period of time, he was able to have an enjoyable childhood and posi-
tioned his past experiences as a Left-Behind Child in a positive light. On the other hand, although
Xiang was able to have a childhood with no financial difficulties, it was seen that he was somewhat
adversely affected psychologically by his parents’ long-term absence. It was also found that Xiang
perceived that his past experiences as a Left-Behind Child allowed him to become independent earlier
than most children and to move forward without fear of hardship or difficulty.

In this paper, only one former child away from home living in Japan was taken as a collaborator in
the survey. Therefore, it can be positioned as one of the case studies in the research on Left-Behind
Children living abroad. Xiang, our research collaborator; officially started living in Japan when he was
14 years old. By the time he arrived in Japan, he already had a high level of Chinese language profi-
ciency and an established Chinese identity as a former Left-Behind Child abroad. However, some of
the former Left-Behind Children in Japan came to Japan at a younger age, when their mother tongue
had not yet been fully mastered and their identity had not yet been established. We would like to
analyze the life stories of these former children who came to Japan at a younger age, and clarify the

impact of their past experiences as a Left-Behind Child on their later lives.
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