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‘Notables’ Views to Korean People’ in the Meiji Era:
Analysis on the Monthly Magazine ‘Chosen’

wOE FOBA
ADACHI Yoshihiro

Abstract

In this paper the writer tried to make clear the Japanese-Korean relation and an international
circumstance around these area in the late Meiji era through the analysis of ‘Notables’ Views to
Korean People’ appeared in the Monthly Magazine ‘Chosen’.

For the purpose, firstly, the writer made clear the careers and social positions of each ‘notable’ in
the Magazine ‘Chosen’. Secondly, the writer made clear how each ‘notable’ appreciated Korean people
and what words and wordings they used. And thirdly, the writer explained the reasons why there are
many segregated or contemptuous words and wordings in the notables’ comments on Korean people.

In the explanation of the reason, firstly, the writer focused the Japanese traditional recognition on
Korean people. Secondly, the writer focused on the historical situation of Japan and Japanese in the
late Meiji are. Thirdly, the writer focused on Japanese-Korean relation. And fourthly, the writer tried
to explain by focusing on the thought in this era.

Through these analyses, finally, the writer tried to make clear about the relationship between

Japan and Korea, and the Japanese and the Korean under the circumstance in the late Meiji era.
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Fifty Years after Japan-ROK Normalization and ‘Seventy Years Postwar’:
The ‘Japan-ROK History Problem’ and the Faltering ‘Regime of 1965’

H Je o M
KAN Hideki

Abstract

Japan-ROK relations have increasingly deteriorated for the past decade or so, putting the ‘regime
of 1965’ built upon the agreements involving the Basic Treaty of 1965 under severe strains. The paper
examines the ‘historical problem’ between the two countries in the changing structure of interna-
tional relations in the Asia-Pacific region. It will explain the background against which the ROK gov-
ernment changed its position toward the 1965 agreement on the settlement of problems concerning
property and claims, examine the relative decline of the governments’ ability to control movements of
civil society both in Seoul and Tokyo, analyze intractability and complexity of official apologies. After
exploring the significance of a comparative perspective as well as approaching the ‘history problem’ in
terms of the paradoxical nature of the victimizer-victim relationship, the paper will conclude by sug-
gesting the importance of coping the question of ‘postwar responsibility’ for the wartime atrocities in

the broader future-oriented context of creating a just and fair international order in East Asia.
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Teaching from the Case of Islanders Resistances
Refusing Government Plan for Move US Marine Base
to Tokunoshima Island:

Importances on Historical View and Pass it
to Next Generations on Such Issues

(=T i
TAKASHIMA Sachiyo

Abstract

This article wrote about Islanders resistances refusing Government plan for move US marine
base to Tokunoshima Island in 2010.And how they succeeded to prevent it. Amami Islands including
Tokunoshima Island had complex history different from Mainland Japan. Ruling Government changed
from own one to a part of Kingdom of Ryukyu, Satsuma Feudal Government, the Great Empire of
Japan, US Military Government then move back to Japan in 1953 by peaceful resistances.

Therefore people in Amami learned a lot from their history. They always conduct peaceful resis-
tances to change the situations better. Tokunoshima Islanders resist for the plan to move US Marine
Base in 2010 in same conclusions. Islanders know their islands don’t have enough seats to go out all
islanders in case of emergency. Also islanders have connections with major islanders group in metro-
politans including Tokyo. They could get good information through these connections and consider
what kind of ‘development plan’ may suit their way for ‘sustainability development’.

So Islanders Movement started at once just after media talked about this plan. Mayors, local
governments denied and over 60 percent of islanders gathered anti-US Base demonstration. PM
Hatoyama wanted to get endorsement from island boss he believed, former MP and Tokushu-kai
Hospital Group Manager TOKUDA Torao, but no effets to change situations. Supporting rate for the
Cabinet of PM Hatoyama greatly decreased and finally resigned this June.

I consider we could learn a lot from this case and others to consider our community lives better

for the future.
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Reflecting on the 70™ Anniversary of the End of World War II:
Case of the Fabrication of Espionage of a Seoul City Civil Servant

A A "
KIMURA Takashi

Abstract

The Korean Supreme Court of Justice ruled on the “case of fabrication of espionage of Seoul City
civil servant” on October 29, 2015. The officer of the National Intelligence Service who was involved
in the fabrication of evidence was found guilty, while the victim, Mr. Woo-Sung Yoo, was found not
guilty.

This case was officially publicized as the “Espionage case of a Seoul City civil servant”. However,
the case unfolded as it became known that the investigative officers of the National Intelligence
Service forced Mr. Woo-Sung Yoo to make a false confession, and during the trial it also became appar-
ent that the Chinese official documents provided as evidence were forged. Thus, this case became
known as the “Case of the Fabrication of Espionage of a Seoul City Civil Servant”.

30 years has passed since the historical democratization of Korea in 1987, but why are espionage
cases similar to those that took place before democratization still taking place? The similarity between
the authoritarian regime and the current administration in Korea is the “abuse” of the National
Security Law. Moreover, if one considers the fact that the Korean National Security Law has been
significantly influenced by the Japanese Maintenance of Public Order Act, it can be said that there is
still a strong continuance of “post-war period” even after 70 years since the end of World War II.

Furthermore, another similarity is that the subject of the fabrication is that they are “overseas
Korean.” In the 1970s and 80s, over 100 ethnic Koreans living in Japan (hereinafter referred to as
Zainichi Koreans) where tortured and were forced to make false confessions stating that they were
North Korean spies. It seems that the method of targeting overseas Koreans who have hardly any
friends or relatives in Korea is still very much effective in today’s Korea. In addition, it is interesting
to note that Zainichi Koreans were illegally detained while North Korean defectors, such as Mr. Woo,
can be detained legally even without proper documents.

Why can North Korean defectors be legally detained? The reason is very much related to the
division of North and South Korea that has been fixed since the end of World War II. In conclusion, the
continuance of the division of the two Koreas, even though 70 years has passed since the end of World

War II, such cases of fabrication of espionage will continue to take place.
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